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do. Even though you occupy such an exalted position, there
is a possibility that these actors may amuse you."
HsUeh laughed and clapped his hands. "Ah/' he said, "I
had forgotten Master Wen. Of course he takes the part of the
officers who serve away from the court."
"Scholars and officers stand or fall together/' Master W£n
said. "If you cut down a branch you injure a hundred forests
When anything happens to the hare, the fox grieves. If you
disapprove of one, you disapprove of all.''
"Not at all," Hsueh said. "In the same place you find both
fools and wise men."
At that moment a servant came and told them that Liu
had come. Uncle Wu went out to welcome him. After making
a reverence before the coffin, he greeted the others.
"What has made you so late?" Hsueh asked.
"Hsli came to call on me. I could not get away without
sitting down with him for a while."
They sat down and the servants brought tea. Liu asked his
attendants if the food to be offered to the dead was ready.
The servant told him that everything was arranged. "Let us
go and burn some paper offerings," Liu said.
"Venerable Sir," Hsi-m8n said, "do not disturb yourself to
such an extent. You have already made reverence to her."
"I came for that purpose," Liu said. "I must offer some-
thing to her with my own hands."
A servant brought incense. The two eunuchs together
offered it and three cups of wine to the Lady of the Vase.
They made reverence again to the dead lady. Then Hsi-m£n
prayed them to stand up. They made only two reverences
and Hsi-mSn Ch'ing made reverence to them in return. Then
they went back to the arbour. A table was set.
When the two eunuchs had taken their places, Master
W£n, Uncle Wu and Ying Po-chtieh sat down, Hsi-men
Ch'ing sat in the seat of the host. The music began and the
actors brought out their list of plays. The two eunuchs went
through the list and bade them play the Story of the White
Rabbit. But before the play had proceeded very far, the two
eunuchs were tired of it. They sent for the two story-tellers,
who played and told the story of how the snow stopped Han
WSn-kung in Lan-kuan.

